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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for OCTOBER 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2023.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis. Posts containing ads or commercial competitions based on resharing or liking were 
also excluded.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

ACTORS

European Union   (p5)
NATO     (p11)
United States of America (p17)
Germany    (p23)
France     (p29)
UK      (p35)
Israel     (p41)
Russia     (p47)
China     (p49) 
Ukraine     (p59)



METHODOLOGY
• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 

geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS
• Interest in populist and nationalist narratives, especially concerning sovereignty and national identity, continues to be reflected in these 

rankings, with high engagement on posts criticizing EU laws for allegedly undermining Romanian sovereignty, and negative portrayal of 
NATO's historical leadership.

• Human-interest stories and those highlighting economic or societal achievements tend to generate positive engagement, especially for 
countries like Germany, France or China. An emerging pattern related specifically to China and Russia is the high volume of online 
reactions generated by descriptive posts on travel pages, which have the potential to influence public perception by offering perspectives 
that may differ from those commonly found in mainstream geopolitical discourse.

• The role of alternative influencers and non-traditional media in shaping discourse on political and geopolitical issues is still
significant, driving engagement on controversial topics, but it was less pronounced compared to previous analyzed periods. The 
cash vs card payments debate was one such topic, as was the recurrent issue of climate change policies.

• Romania's accession to the Schengen Area has garnered attention and engagement on social media, emphasizing its importance in the 
national and European context. Posts from the official pages of political figures and parties, such as the Prime Minister and PNL, which have 
received a high volume of comments, highlight the public's interest in this issue.

• The fluctuation in engagement and volume of mentions across countries and topics reflects shifting public interest and concern, possibly 
influenced by current events and political developments – we noticed significant drops in the number of mentions related to NATO or 
Ukraine, but an almost double number of references to Israel. Despite the onset of the military conflict involving Israel, the engagement 
rankings related to this country were again dominated by Facebook pages using religious terminology and imagery. The continued 
proliferation of these pages and the intensification of their interactivity, exemplified by a post obtaining more than 33k comments, point to a 
new phenomenon where religious appeals are a powerful tool for social media engagement.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 37.884 posts including any type of mention regarding 
EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 23 (80.9K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 14 (1.2K)



EUROPEAN UNION

• The volume of mentions regarding the European Union 
was virtually the same compared to the previous 
measured period, while the engagement level increased 
by 10%.

• A European Parliament report on the implementation 
of the principle of primacy of EU law was the subject 
of two highly-engaged posts, both authored by 
Facebook pages associated with populist voices –
MEP Cristian Terhes (future AUR candidate) and 
Marius Tudor, an EP councilor and member of the SOS 
party. Both video posts accused an imminent loss of 
sovereignty for Romania as a consequence of this 
legislation, and gathered 7.2k and 4.3k shares, 
respectively. 

• Romania’s accession to the Schengen area was another 
issue that gathered attention on Facebook, through posts 
saluting this achievement on the official pages of PM 
Ciolacu and PNL, which obtained high volumes of 
comments. 

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



EU – MOST SHARES
1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 7.680 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 27 (22.8K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 5 (225)



NATO

• The volume of posts mentioning NATO dropped by 
40% and the engagement level by 50% compared to 
the previous trimester.

• Among the posts mentioning NATO that have 
garnered the highest volumes of interactions are 
messages from Romanian officials welcoming 
Romania's access to the Schengen Area, framing 
this step within the broader context of the country's 
progress in Euro-Atlantic integration. 

• A negative mention which gathered the highest 
number of shares (over 2k) appeared on the 
Facebook page of an alternative influencer, who  
discusses the story of a former Nazi officer who 
allegedly became chief of the NATO military 
command after the war.

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



NATO – MOST SHARES
1 2 3



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 24.315 posts including any type of mention regarding THE US

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 7 (42.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 5 (750)



US

• The number of mentions regarding the US decreased 
by over 20% compared  to the previous trimester, with 
a similar drop in the engagement level.

• Several human-interest stories, such as the ones 
covering the success of Romanian students in an 
education competition in the US, featured among the 
posts mentioning this country that gathered high 
levels of engagement (the 2nd most engaged post 
overall, as well as the  most shared – 6,3k shares). 

• Alternative influencer  Piperea also featured in these 
rankings, with two distinct posts making references to 
the United States in the context of discussions related 
to hotly-debated issues in conspiracist circles – cash vs 
card payments, and climate change.

• An article published by an alternative media platform, 
employing critical rhetoric concerning the Small 
Modular Reactor (SMR) project, has also attracted a 
significant number of comments, totaling 
approximately 1,400.

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES

1 32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 201.277 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 19 (96.4K)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 21 (3.3k)



GERMANY

• The number of mentions related to Germany 
increased by 23% compared to the previous 3-
month period, while the engagement levels 
dropped by over 13%.

• As is often the case with Germany, human interest 
stories took center stage, portraying the country in 
a positive light in relation to its healthcare system, 
infrastructure, or overall level of civic responsibility.

• Alternative influencer Piperea features here as well, 
referencing Germany as a paragon of banking 
digitalization, in a post related to the cash versus 
card payment debate, which gathered more than 3k 
shares.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 36.209 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: OCT 19 (39.3K)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 29 (618)



FRANCE

• The number of posts mentioning France was similar 
to the previous period while the total engagement 
generated by these posts decreased by 29%. 

• The typical pattern concerning France is upheld, 
featuring a mix of human interest, lifestyle, or 
travel-related stories that mention the country. Its 
healthcare system is also highlighted in an 
appreciative manner. 

• However, a contrasting perspective is introduced by 
the most highly-engaged post (over 1 million views, 
over 15k likes) mentioning France, which discusses 
protests by French wine producers against foreign 
imports.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT 48.236 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 2 (34.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 24 (857)



UK

• The volume of mentions about the UK was similar  
compared to the previous trimester, but 
engagement level decreased by 36%.

• Two narratives concerning the Romanian diaspora in 
the UK stand out in the rankings. One story 
highlights a Christmas cultural and religious event 
organized by Romanians in London (over 170k 
views), while the other focuses on the life story of a 
Romanian doctor working in the UK (2.5k shares).

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS

31 2



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 25.215 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 19 (133.5K)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 18 (871)



ISRAEL

• The number of mentions related to Israel almost 
doubled compared to the previous analyzed period, 
and the engagement levels increased by almost 70%. 

• The two previous reports have drawn attention to a 
new phenomenon - the emergence of several 
Facebook pages that use religious terminology and 
imagery, encouraging online audience engagement 
through appeals with a strong religious connotation. 

• Despite the fact that this analyzed period includes the 
onset and initial shock of the Israel – Hamas war, this 
type of Facebook page continues to dominate the 
engagement rankings of posts mentioning Israel. We 
also observe an increase in their number, and an 
intensification of their (stimulated) interactivity (for 
example, one such post obtained more than 33k 
comments).

• The impact of the military conflict is visible through the 
considerable increase in the number of mentions – the 
graph on the previous page showcases the substantial 
growth in the number of interactions, noticeable 
throughout the last 3 weeks of October. 

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES

1 32



RUSSIA



RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 16.454 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 20 (97.9k)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 20 (329)



RUSSIA
• The decrease in the volume of mentions (41%) was 

also reflected by a similar decrease (39%) in the 
engagement level.

• Travel blogger Cosmin Avram, previously noted for 
his accounts of traveling in Ukraine, dominates the 
current period's ranking of mentions related to 
Russia, due to an extended trip in this country that 
included the Christmas and New Year's period and 
produced several video posts.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES

1 32



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 9.971 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 24 (82.9K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 11 (234)



CHINA

• The volume of mentions related to China decreased 
by more than 26% compared to the previous 
analyzed period, while the engagement decreased 
by more than 11%.

• The official Facebook account of China Radio 
International's Romanian Service once again 
features in these rankings, showcasing two posts 
that highlight interesting aspects related to this 
country.

• A post on a travel-themed page, which focuses on 
aspects of urban infrastructure efficiency in a 
Chinese city, has likewise garnered significant 
engagement (surpassing 10k shares). China is also 
praised as an economically advanced country in a 
message authored by an AUR leader, which 
gathered 1.6k comments.   

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES

1 32



UKRAINE



UKRAINE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 25.713 posts including any type of mention regarding 
UKRAINE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 14 (43.3K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 14 (817)



UKRAINE

• There was a relevant decrease of the volume of 
mentions (more than 32%), as well as a drop in 
engagement level (more than 41%).

• We note a marked diversification of topics in the 
context of which Ukraine is mentioned. Some of the 
mentions present in these engagement rankings are 
related to messages from Romanian politicians, who 
either welcome the designation of Romanian as an 
official language for the Romanian minority in Ukraine, 
or the European Council's decision to open EU 
accession negotiations with Moldova and Ukraine.

• The top 3 most shared posts containing references to 
Ukraine are more associated to the populist agenda. 
Two are related to an alleged “persecution” of 
Romanian priests by Ukrainian authorities, and a third 
mentions sums of money “given” to Ukraine by PM 
Ciolacu.

SUMMARY



UKRAINE – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UKRAINE – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UKRAINE – MOST SHARES
1 32
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