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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for JULY 1 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2023.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis. Posts containing ads or commercial competitions based on resharing or liking were 
also excluded.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

ACTORS

European Union   (p5)

NATO     (p11)
United States of America (p17)

Germany    (p23)

France     (p29)

UK      (p35)

Israel     (p41)
Russia     (p47)

China     (p49) 

Ukraine     (p59)



METHODOLOGY

• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 
geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS

• A Facebook video post from a conspiratorial, anti-Western page emerged as a top performer in engagement rankings related 
to the EU, the US, Russia, and China. Disguised as an appeal to neutrality and national interest, the video subtly conveys an
anti-American, pro-Russian sentiment, positing that Ukraine is fighting an unjust war and proposing the concession of 
Ukrainian territories to both Russia and Romania as a resolution to the conflict.

• Eurosceptic or conspiratorial pages authored high-engagement posts mentioning the EU, the US, NATO, the UK, 

Russia and China, while current or former populist MPs were involved in visible references to the EU, NATO, 

Germany and Ukraine.

• Analysis of the conversation around NATO, while highlighting several high-engagement posts from pro-Western voices, also 
resurfaced heavy criticism toward European leadership: a Eurosceptic influencer's criticism of Ursula von der Leyen, 
presented as a possible future leader of NATO.

• Fear-inducing conspiracy elements were also visible in  the online conversations around the US and the UK, with narratives 
evoking either catastrophic predictions of biblical proportions or scenarios planned by powerful institutions like the WEF.

• A post about electric car abandonment in China contained a veiled critique of EU environmental regulatory approaches, 
seemingly resonating with populist and anti-Western circles on Facebook. 

• Ukraine faced a significant downturn in both mentions and engagement, pointing to a transient focus or evolving priorities 
within online discussions. Two notable high-engagement mentions (22k and 12k shares, respectively) feature a 1997 message 
of former populist leader Corneliu Vadim Tudor, describing the “artificially-fed Ukraine strengthening at the expense of 

Romania”, which was allegedly caught between conflicting pressures from Russia and the West.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 37.433 posts including any type of mention regarding 

EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Jul 24 (47.5K)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEP 13 (818)



EUROPEAN UNION

• The volume of mentions regarding the European Union 
has dropped by more than 23% compared to the previous 
measured period, with a similar drop in engagement 
levels.

• The highest-engaged post (5.7k shares), authored by 

a conspiracy, anti-Western page, contains a video 

that alleges Ukraine is “keeping us in this war 

without being right” and  “everyone is losing 
because of this war, except for the US”; its proposed 

solution? “Russia should receive what is asking for, 

which is the territories that belonged to it, as should 

Romania, and this war should end”.

• A post promoting the message of Eurosceptic influencer 
Piperea suggesting that Romanians “won’t forget the EU 
separated us through wired fences” gathered over 10k 
likes and over 5.2k shares.

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



EU – MOST SHARES

1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 13.238 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: SEP 7 (41.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: JUL 11 (967)



NATO

• Both the volume of posts mentioning NATO and the 
engagement level were similar compared to the 
previous trimester.

• The post that gathered the highest number of total 
interactions, authored by a Eurosceptic influencer, 
vehemently criticizes Ursula von der Leyen, accusing 
her of destructive actions in Europe and aspirations to 
lead NATO. Laden with negative sentiment, anecdotal 
and conspiracy elements, the narrative claims her rise 
in German politics stems from a “Eurocratic” system 
and questions her competence, framing von der Leyen 
as a threat to Europe and NATO.

• Two Facebook posts discussing (1) that Romania 
doesn’t have the same rights within NATO as the 
organization’s founding members, and (2) an alleged 
planned replacement of the Romanian military with 
foreign NATO soldiers, gathered considerable numbers 
of shares (2.4k and 1.8k, respectively).

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



NATO – MOST SHARES

1 2 3



UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 31.089 posts including any type of mention regarding THE US

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUL 25 (67.7K)

• MOST POSTS ON: JUL 4 (678)



US

• The number of mentions regarding the US was 
similar to the one from the previous trimester, but 
the engagement level dropped by more than 10%. 

• The US reference that generated the highest 
engagement on Romanian Facebook pages is 
included in a text authored by a religious 
organization, that cites a report by “American and 
British scientists” predicting catastrophic risks, 
including artificial intelligence, nuclear war, 
natural disasters etc, aligning these predictions 
with biblical prophecies. It employs sensationalism 
and urgency to encourage engagement and 
financial support for their cause.

• The 3rd most shared post mentioning the US (5.7k 
shares) is the already quoted text urging Ukraine to 
cede territory to Russia (and Romania) to stop the 
war, that has a strong anti-American subtext.  

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST 

INTERACTIONS

1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES

1 32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 162.377 posts including any type of mention regarding 

GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUL 4 (79.7K)

• MOST POSTS ON: JUL 4 (2.3k)



GERMANY

• The number of mentions related to Germany 
decreased by 14% compared to the previous 3-
month period, while the engagement levels were 
virtually the same.

• The usual mix of human-interest or lifestyle stories 
was again noticeable this semester, but this time a 
significant political component was present too.

• AUR leader George Simion is the author of the most 
highly-engaged Germany mention, through his 
message criticizing a governmental ordinance 
accused of “sending all Romanians to work in 
Germany”.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 37.128 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUL 3 (40.8K)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEP 4 (645)



FRANCE

• The number of posts mentioning France was 5% 
lower compared to the previous period while the 
total engagement generated by these posts 
increased by more than 7%. 

• A variety of themes are included in the most-
engaged posts containing references to France –
most are human-interest, lifestyle or sports stories. 

• The 3rd most shared post mentioning France 
criticizes the perceived hypocrisy of Western 
environmental efforts, emphasizing their apparent 
contradiction with instances such as artificial snow 
in the Winter Olympics, extensive shipping of global 
produce, and extravagant space travel by 
billionaires; it questions the focus on banning older 
cars for ecological reasons while major industries 
contribute significantly to environmental impact. 

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT 45.495 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: SEP 2 (78K)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEP 11 (822)



UK

• The volume of mentions about the UK decreased by 
around 7% compared to the previous trimester, while  
the drop in engagement level was double that.

• The 3rd most  shared mention of the UK (8.2k shares) is 
included in a text  that combines conspiracy elements 
(“orchestrated property transfers”, inspired by the 
policies of the World Economic Forum, supposedly 
already in place in the UK and soon to follow in 
Romania) with self-help strategies, engaging readers in 
a narrative of societal awakening and personal 
empowerment.

• The UK reference with the highest overall engagement 
(over 2.8 million post views) is contained in a video post 
depicting “life in England after  midnight” and has been 
heavily distributed on populist pages and groups, in 
some instances being accompanied by comments 
related to the “decadence” of the West.

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS

31 2



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 13.136 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: SEP 10 (123.5K)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEP 9 (625)



ISRAEL

• Both the volume of posts and engagement levels 
increased by almost 24% compared to the previous 
analyzed period.

• The phenomenon initially noted in the previous 
report – the emergence of Facebook pages with 
religious content, that stimulate their followers’ 
engagement using explicit religious appeals – has 
continued and increased, more such pages being 
included in the current rankings. 

• Several of their posts mention Israel in a biblical 
context and, by urging readers to type “Amen” , 
produces high levels of engagement (the highest 
number of comments thus generated: 27.5k).

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES

1 32



RUSSIA



RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 28.268 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: AUG 23 (58.8k)

• MOST POSTS ON: AUG 23 (631)



RUSSIA

• The drop in the volume of mentions (13%) was also 
reflected by a similar decrease in the engagement 
level.

• The mention with the highest overall engagement is 
the video already mentioned in connection to the 
US and EU, titled “Who hurts the world more –
Russia, the USA or China?”, that contains an anti-
American and pro-Russian undertone.

• The 2nd most shared Russia mention (3.9k shares) is 
included in a post by an anti-Western influencer 
with a critical stance toward the perceived 
“uselessness” of the government's decisions to 
support the Ukraine war, depicting them as turning 
Romania into a target for Russia ”.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES

1 32



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 13.582 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: AUG 1 (138.3K)

• MOST POSTS ON: JUL 17 (319)



CHINA

• The volume of mentions related to China decreased 
by 10% compared to the previous analyzed period, 
while the engagement was virtually the same as 
before.

• The official page of China Radio International’s 
Romanian Service is again present in these rankings 
with two posts reflecting human-interest stories.

• The China mention with the 2nd highest 
engagement (1.8 million post views, 25.3k shares)  is 
included in a post that describes the trend of electric 
car abandonment in China, drawing a comparison 
between the Chinese "capitalist" approach and the 
EU's imposition of additional environmental rules. It 
has been heavily disseminated by populist and anti-
Western  pages/groups.

• The video titled “Who hurts the world more –
Russia, the USA or China?”, already featured in 
rankings for the EU, US and Russia, is also the 3rd

most shared reference to China (5.7k shares).

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES

1 32



UKRAINE



UKRAINE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 38.142 posts including any type of mention regarding 

UKRAINE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: AUG 16 (89.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEP 8 (647K)



UKRAINE

• There was a considerable decrease of the volume of 
mentions (almost 23%), also reflected by the drop in 
engagement level.

• Two of the 3 most engaged posts containing 
references to Ukraine  promote a  1997 message of 
former populist leader Corneliu Vadim Tudor  
describing Ukraine as a state “artificially inflated” by 
the soviets with territories from Poland and 
Romania among others, and “strengthening at the 
expense of Romania”, which in turn is caught 
between conflicting pressures from both Russia and 
the West.

SUMMARY



UKRAINE – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UKRAINE – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UKRAINE – MOST SHARES

1 32



DISCLAIMER

The views included in this presentation are 

those of the authors. They do not 

represent the official position of SNSPA. 
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Thank you!

More about our work on
snspa.ro | civicparticipation.ro
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