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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for APRIL 1 – JUNE 30, 2023.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis. Posts containing ads or commercial competitions based on resharing or liking were 
also excluded.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

ACTORS

European Union   (p5)
NATO     (p11)
United States of America (p17)
Germany    (p23)
France     (p29)
UK      (p35)
Israel     (p41)
Russia     (p47)
China     (p49) 
Ukraine     (p59)



METHODOLOGY
• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 

geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS

• Populist MPs and MEPs , either current or former members of the AUR party, feature heavily in rankings of highly 
engaged posts mentioning the EU, NATO, the US, Germany and the UK. Senator Sosoaca was again visible 
(especially in relation to NATO, but also the UK in the context of the promotion of her new party), while MEP Terhes
continued to be a visible voice criticizing the EU, while fresher political voices in the populist arena (Sebastian Suciu, 
Anamaria Gavrila) consolidated their recent positions as relevant commentators of geopolitical actors like the EU 
and the US.

• The threat of children being "taken away" by the state, stirred up by populist rhetoric and resulting in a public 
protest in early May, became the focus of numerous highly-engaged posts mentioning France, Germany and the UK, 
authored by either Eurosceptic politicians or populist/conspiracist pages.

• A high-engagement message (14.7k shares, 2.7k comments) posted on a conspiracist, anti-Western page, stating 
that “America expanded its influence and ruled the world through Hollywood and wars, the last example being the 
one in Ukraine, where both dimensions are present, since a Hollywood actor rules Ukraine” and alleging that “the 
war was not provoked by the Russians” was one of the most visible contexts that hosted references to the US, 
Russia, Ukraine and China.

• Several high-engagement posts promoted messages such as  “Romania is pushed into the war by NATO and the 
EU”; “EU institutions have abandoned their constituents”; as well as allegations regarding the US's purported 
intention to prolong the conflict in Ukraine for economic gain.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 49.072 posts including any type of mention regarding 
EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: MAY 9 (94.3K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAY 9 (1.6K)



EUROPEAN UNION

• The volume of mentions regarding the European Union 
was virtually the same compared to the previous 
trimester, but the volume of total engagement generated 
by this content decreased by 30% .

• A post authored by AUR MP Sebastian Suciu, 
suggesting that the US is interested in a long-term 
conflict in Ukraine, for profit-related military 
reasons, generated the highest volume of overall 
interactions, gaining 14.8k shares and 2.3k comments. 
Another post authored by this MEP, stating that “the 
European Parliament has nothing to do with democracy” , 
obtained 5.4k shares  - 3rd most-shared post mentioning 
the EU.

• Eurosceptic MEP Terhes again features in these rankings.

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



EU – MOST SHARES
1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 14.333 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 10 (36.2K)

• MOST POSTS ON: APR 4 (572)



NATO

• There was an 18% decrease in the volume of posts 
mentioning NATO compared to the previous 
trimester, which continues the existing trend, but 
the engagement level dropped by almost 50%.

• A post that promotes MP Sosoaca’s message that 
“Romania is pushed into a war by NATO and the 
EU” was the 2nd most  shared  Facebook message 
mentioning the EU (4k shares) and gathered the 
2nd highest number of total interactions.

• First place in the overall engagement chart is  
occupied by a (video) post  that  refers to “former 
NATO troops” allegedly  throwing away their 
decorations and   “asking forgiveness for the 
suffering caused to the peoples they destroyed” 
(14.1k shares).

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



NATO – MOST SHARES
1 2 3



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 33.124 posts including any type of mention regarding THE US

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 28 (71.2K)

• MOST POSTS ON: APR 4 (591)



US

• A 16% decline in the number of mentions regarding the 
US was registered during this trimester compared to 
the one before, but the engagement decline was 
steeper – over 30%. 

• The US mention that generated the highest 
engagement on Facebook during the analyzed period 
and also in the first 6 months of 2023 (14.7k shares, 2.7k 
comments) was  included in a post by  an anti-Western 
and conspiracist page and states that “America 
expanded its influence and ruled the world through 
Hollywood and wars, the last example being the one in 
Ukraine, where both dimensions are present, since a 
Hollywood actor rules Ukraine”.

• The 3rd most shared post mentioning the US (13.8k 
shares) poses questions and induces doubts about the 
project of building micro nuclear reactors which “will 
be financially supported by the Romanian people”, 
while “Romania is the only European country that 
accepted micro nuclear reactors on its teritorry”.

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES

1 32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 190.142 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 26 (87.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: APR 25 (3.1k)



GERMANY

• The volume of mentions related to Germany 
increased by 8% compared to the previous 3-month 
period, but the engagement levels decreased by 
more than 20%.

• The usual mix of human-interest stories, some with 
a medical component, was noticeable this semester 
too, but this time a significant political component 
was present too.

• MEP Terhes produced, on his official Facebook 
page, two highly engaged posts mentioning 
Germany, the most relevant of them gathering the 
2nd highest volume of interactions (19.3k shares, 
7.8k comments), both related to alleged German 
abuses that allow “children’s confiscation by the 
state”.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 39.343 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: MAY 18 (51.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAY 9 (663)



FRANCE

• The number of posts mentioning France was slightly 
greater compared to the previous period (by 4%), 
but the overall engagement decreased by a steeper 
margin (almost 20%).

• Contrary to the previous period’s tendency towards 
non-political references to France, this time we 
notice several high-engagement mentions in 
association with populist or conspiracist messages.

• For example, the most commented mention of 
France on Facebook  (1.3k comments) appears in a 
post promoting the AUR-backed protest against
child-related proposed legislation. The 2nd most 
shared France reference (2.6k shares)  is related to 
an  alleged protest against cash-free retail in a 
French supermarket.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1
3

2



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS

1 3
2



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1

32



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT 49.243 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUN 1 (68.8K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAY 7 (795)



UK

• The volume of mentions about the UK was similar to
the previous trimester, but the engagement level 
dropped by 18%.

• The most commented mention of the UK (8.9k 
comments) appears in a video post on the official 
channel of Eurosceptic influencer Luis Lazarus that 
features an interview of populist MP Sosoaca, 
promoting  news about  her party.

• Another notable mention (14.9k shares, the most 
shared mention of the UK) appears in a post on a 
conspiracist/conservative Facebook page that warns 
about the legislation that would allow the 
Romanians’ children to be “taken”, the UK being an 
example of country where such a law supposedly is 
in effect. 

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 10.666 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 25 (71.8K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAY 17 (299)



ISRAEL

• There were very small increases (less than 5%) both 
in the volume of mentions and the engagement 
level of posts mentioning Israel, compared to the 
previous period.

• A notable event was the emergence of at least 3 
Facebook pages with religious content, that 
stimulate their followers’ engagement using explicit 
religious exhortations (“write Amen to welcome the 
Lord”), many of them mentioning Israel in a biblical 
context, and thus generating high volumes of 
comments. All pages in question have similar 
names, content and bot-like behavior.

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES

1 32



RUSSIA



RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 32.775 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUN 26 (134.3k)

• MOST POSTS ON: JUN 24 (1.4K)



RUSSIA

• There was a 28% decrease in the volume of 
mentions related to Russia, accompanied by a more 
severe (43%) drop of the engagement level – both 
continuing trends.

• The Wagner incident generated 2 high-engagement 
posts mentioning Russia, one of them included in a 
video post by Eurosceptic influencer Lazarus (2.9k 
comments), referring to possible risks for Romania 
of a potential Russian civil war.

• The 3rd highest  number of overall interactions for a 
post mentioning Russia (14.7k shares, 2.7k 
comments) was the already0mentioned anti-
American message on a conspiracist anti-Western 
Facebook page, warning that, as with World War II, 
“the war was not provoked by the Russians” but  
“for us it doesn’t really matter who provoked it, 
since we are always in its path”.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES
1 32



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 15.161 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 3 (57.1K)

• MOST POSTS ON: APR 10 (345)



CHINA

• The volume of mentions related to China decreased by 
15% compared to the previous analyzed period, while 
the engagement dropped by 8%. 

• The official page of China Radio International’s 
Romanian Service appeared only sporadically in these 
rankings, a notable change compared to the previous 
analyzed period.

• The before-mentioned anti-American post stating that  
the Ukraine war “was not provoked by the Russians”  
also mentions China as part of an inventory of 
geopolitical actors that “the planet’s future depends 
on” – this was the China reference that obtained the 
highest level of engagement on Romanian Facebook 
pages (14.7k shares, 2.7k comments).

• A conspiracist influencer  speaking about “the West on 
its knees” as a result of a  military treaty between 
Russia and China also gathered 5.4k shares. 

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES

1 32



UKRAINE



UKRAINE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 49.265 posts including any type of mention regarding 
UKRAINE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: APR 7 (106.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: APR 7 (1.1K)



UKRAINE

• There was a steep decline of the volume of 
mentions (35%), but the engagement was lower by 
almost half.

• Two anti-Western posts already included in the 
rankings of US mentions , both related to the 
Ukraine war, also feature here:  the AUR MP 
suggesting that the US have an economic interest to 
keep the war going (14.8k shares), and  the 
conspiracist page describing the Ukrainian president 
as a “Hollywood actor” seemingly maneuvered by 
the US (14.7k shares).

SUMMARY



UKRAINE – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UKRAINE – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UKRAINE – MOST SHARES
1 32
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