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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for JANUARY 1 – MARCH 31, 2023.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis. Posts containing ads or commercial competitions based on resharing or liking were 
also excluded.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

ACTORS

European Union   (p5)
NATO     (p11)
United States of America (p17)
Germany    (p23)
France     (p29)
UK      (p35)
Israel     (p41)
Russia     (p47)
China     (p49) 
Ukraine     (p59)



METHODOLOGY
• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 

geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS
• The volume of mentions related to the EU, NATO, the US, Russia and Ukraine decreased compared to the previous 

analyzed period, as did the level of interactions generated by these mentions.

• The decreasing influence of the main Facebook channel of MEP Terhes in these high-engagement rankings 
continued – while the final trimester of 2022 saw the first signs of the diminishing impact of his posts, during the first 
months of 2023 they no longer featured among the 3 top-ranked posts about the EU (but they were present in top 
10). 

• Populist politicians feature heavily as authors or subjects of high-engagement posts mentioning Ukraine. 
Former AUR MP Anamaria Gavrila maintained her presence as a Eurosceptic voice exploiting the Bastroe issue, while 
MP Sosoaca was present through her proposal related to Romania’s annexation of Ukrainian territories. Current AUR 
politician Sebastian Suciu was also an author of several highly-engaged posts referencing Ukraine, but also other 
geopolitical actors  (EU, US, Russia).

• The 3rd most commented post referencing the EU (almost 5k comments) is part of a campaign  advocating for 
Romania’s exit from the EU, which also promotes the website roexit.ro.

• Conspiracist narratives were also present - the 3rd most shared post mentioning NATO belonged to an anti-
Western influencer and implied that the February earthquake in Turkey and Syria was “ordered” by an international 
cabal  to punish President Erdogan. 

• The most shared mention of Russia stated that “in case of direct conflict, NATO would be defeated by 
Russia”.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 51.050 posts including any type of mention regarding 
EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: FEB 21 (82.8K)

• MOST POSTS ON: FEB 21 (869)



EUROPEAN UNION

• There was a minor (almost 10%) decrease of the volume 
of mentions regarding the European Union, but a much 
steeper decrease in the total engagement generated by 
these posts.

• The Bastroe issue features prominently  among the 
Facebook posts mentioning the EU that obtained high 
engagement – the  post with the 2nd highest volume of 
total interactions, which was shared over 10k times, was 
authored by a former AUR MP, known for Eurosceptic and 
sometimes conspiracist views. 

• The 3rd most commented post referencing the EU 
(almost 5k comments) is part of a campaign  
advocating for Romania’s exit from the EU, which 
also promotes the website roexit.ro.

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1

3

2



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



EU – MOST SHARES
1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 17.579 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: MAR 7 (145.57)

• MOST POSTS ON: FEB 22 (470K)



NATO

• There was an 18% decrease in the volume of posts 
mentioning NATO, compared to the previous 
trimester, mirrored by a similar drop in engagement 
numbers.

• The NATO mention that obtained the second-
highest number of overall interactions (more than 
350k video views) was included in a post related to 
the Bastroe issue, authored by a populist ex-AUR 
MP.  

• The 3rd post in this ranking (over 6k shares) 
belonged to an anti-Western influencer and 
implied that the February earthquake in Turkey 
and Syria was “ordered” by an international cabal  
to punish President Erdogan.

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



NATO – MOST SHARES
1 2 3



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 39.888 posts including any type of mention regarding THE US

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: FEB 14 (93K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAR 15 (873)



US

• A slight (8%) drop in the number of mentions 
regarding the US was registered during this period 
compared to the previous one, matched by a drop in 
engagement. 

• The US mentions with the highest (14k) and 3rd 
highest (5.9k) number of shares both belong to an 
AUR MP; they are both related to the Ukraine war: 
the first cites former president Trump’s criticism of 
“warmongers” and “globalists”, while the last is 
centered on a critical assessment of the war and the 
situation in the US by conservative influencer Tucker 
Carlson.

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS

1

3

2



UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES

1 32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 174.961 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JAN 22 (88.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAR 28-29 (3.2k)



GERMANY

• The volume of mentions related to Germany 
increased by 12% compared to the previous 3-
month period, but the engagement levels dropped.

• There were many high-engagement posts 
mentioning Germany related to the Romanian 
community in that country, medical cases treated 
there or comparative commentary concerning 
quality of life etc

• The most commented post mentioning Germany 
(4.3k comments) was a video published on the page 
of AUR leader George Simion, documenting his 
meeting with a group of Romanians living in 
Germany.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 37.756 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: MAR 25 (64.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAR 28 (724)



FRANCE

• The number of posts mentioning France was similar 
to the previous period, but the overall engagement 
decreased.

• The vast majority of top-ranking mentions of France 
are related to sports and entertainment, as well as 
peripheral references to this country.  

• It it notable though that a post on the Facebook 
channel of alternative influencer Luis Lazarus 
features again in this selection, similar to the 
previous 3-month period.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1

3

2



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS
1 32



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT 52.861 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: FEB 27 (52.7K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAR 23 (1.1K)



UK

• Both the volume and engagement levels were 
similar to the ones registered during the previous 
trimester.

• Almost all top-ranking posts are related to  general-
interest type of news and issues.

• The 2nd most shared mention (4.3k shares) 
appeared on a conspiracist, Eurosceptic Facebook 
page, in a post titled “Romania – facing the world 
alone”.

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 10.062 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: IAN 4 (59.6K)

• MOST POSTS ON: FEB 2 (246)



ISRAEL

• A slight (almost 5%) increase in the volume of 
mentions was accompanied by a  small decrease in 
the overall engagement level. 

• Religious mentions thoroughly dominate the top-
ranking posts referencing Israel.

• The 2nd most shared post (1.7k shares) is implicitly 
antisemitic in tone and content.

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES

1 32



RUSSIA



RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 45.501 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: FEB 24 (125.4k)

• MOST POSTS ON: FEB 24 (1.5K)



RUSSIA

• A 20% drop in the volume of mentions related to 
Russia was noticeable, accompanied by a more 
severe (40%) drop of the engagement level.

• While the top 3 most commented mentions of 
Russia are included in posts published by pro-
Western politicians or media, the situation is 
different for the most-shared rank.

• All 3 top-shared posts are from alternative or 
populist sources, with alternative messages 
referring to the Ukraine war.  For example, the most 
shared one (4k shares) states that “in case of direct 
conflict, NATO would be defeated by Russia”, while 
the 3rd most shared  analyses the opportunity of 
Romania’s annexation of  Basarabia.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES
1 32



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 17.884 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: MAR 28 (52.7K)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAR 22 (362)



CHINA

• The volume of mentions related to China increased 
by almost 10 % compared to the previous analyzed 
period. 

• The official page of China Radio International’s 
Romanian Service gained influence again after a 
slower period – the two China references with the 
highest overall engagement belonged to this 
channel and contained general interest stories.

• Other mentions included in these rankings were 
either references to China’s culture or society, or 
mainstream media stories  related to the country’s  
geopolitical status (analyzing, for example, the 
potential China-Russia alliance).

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES

1 32



UKRAINE



UKRAINE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 75.858 posts including any type of mention regarding 
UKRAINE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: FEB 24 (275.7k)

• MOST POSTS ON: FEB 24 (3.3K)



UKRAINE

• The decrease in the volume of mentions was small 
(4%), but the decline in engagement rates was more 
pronounced (over 22%).

• Populist politicians feature heavily as authors or 
subjects of high-engagement posts mentioning 
Ukraine. For example, the 2nd and 3rd most 
commented mentions (7k comments each) reflect 
MP Sosoaca’s proposal asking for Romania’s 
denunciation of  its treaty with Ukraine and 
subsequent annexation of Ukrainian territories.

SUMMARY



UKRAINE – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UKRAINE – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



UKRAINE – MOST SHARES
1 32



DISCLAIMER
The views included in this presentation are 
those of the authors. They do not 
represent the official position of SNSPA. 
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