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METHODOLOGY • The data analyzed below is relevant for OCTOBER 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2021.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Overperforming Mentions - an indicator of content which performs much better 
than the usual content on a certain page

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

ACTORS

European Union (p5)
NATO (p12)
United States of America (p19)
Germany (p26)
France (p33)
UK (p40)
Israel (p47)
Russia (p54)
China (p61)



METHODOLOGY
• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 

geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS
• This 3-month period featured a considerably smaller proportion of pandemic and vaccine-

related viral content related to the analyzed geopolitical actors.. When they appeared, 
these references were negative, related to aspects such as the protests in France, the 
“inefficiency” of the vaccine in Israel in the context of the Omicron variant, a US 
institution’s “disapproval” of booster shots for people under 65.

• Eurosceptic influencers such as Sosoaca or Terhes continue to feature heavily, especially in 
connection to the EU. The thesis of foreign control over Romania or its “inferior” position 
in relation to its partners  was recurrent. The need for Romania’s “independence” from its 
allies, in its own national interest, was also pushed by alternative influencers in high-
engagement messages.

• The volume of mentions of NATO, the EU and Russia increased noticeably, reflecting the 
Ukraine developments towards the end of the year.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 59.098 posts including any type of mention regarding 
EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 13 (236.2K)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 2 (1.2K)



EUROPEAN UNION

• There was a 30% increase of the number of posts 
mentioning the EU compared to the previous 3-
month period.

• The Eurosceptic trend first noticed in the previous 
report continued, which means that throughout the 
entire second half of 2021 the negative tone 
towards the EU noticeably intensified. Eurosceptic 
opinion leaders Terhes and Sosoaca continued to 
dominate the posts mentioning the EU which got 
the highest levels of engagement. Most of these 
were related to vaccination and anti-Covid 
restrictions. 

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



EU – MOST SHARES
1

3
2



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 9.187 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Dec 16 (60k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Dec 21 (278)



NATO

• There was a marked increase (over 50%) of the 
number of posts mentioning NATO compared to the
previous 3-month period.

• A post by a controversial ex-businessman 
questioning Romania’s partnership with NATO and
the EU obtained the highest number of interactions
and was shared 4.7k times, while a Sputnik article
linking NATO with a „loss of sovereignity” for
Romania also generated an impressive volume of 
interactions. 

• Some positive mentions were also highly visible,
such as a post by the Romanian President in the 
context of the Ukraine situation.

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



NATO – OVERPERFORMING POSTS
1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



NATO – MOST SHARES

1 32



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 36.205 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 4 (157.8k)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 4 (675)



US

• As us usual, there were several US mentions with 
high engagement related to non-political generalist 
issues (public personalities, US companies or events, 
lifestyle aspects).  

• A post by a conservative and anti-vaccine influencer 
about an alleged decision by the FDA against
booster shots for people under 65 was the most 
distributed post mentioning the US (shared 17.7k 
times).

• The Romanian President’s post detailing his 
discussion with President Biden and B9 leaders in 
the context of the Ukraine crisis was the US mention 
that obtained the highest number of comments 
(over 7k).

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UNITED STATES – OVERPERFORMING

1
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UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS

1
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UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES

1
32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 214.754 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: OCT 8 (183.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 8 (3.5k)



GERMANY

• There was a thematic mix of Germany-related 
mentions, with sporting events and lifestyle posts, 
but also negative political messages. 

• The post that gathered the highest number of 
shares (22.2k), by a nationalist influencer, alleges 
that “Germany  fuels corruption in Romania”. 

• Another post suggesting foreign control over 
Romania from Germany and other EU countries 
received the highest number of comments (4.6k).

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1
3

2



GERMANY – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 46.073 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: NOV 29  (123.1k)

• MOST POSTS ON: DEC 3 (821)



FRANCE

• Anti-vaccine and anti-restrictions protests in France 
were featured in the posts mentioning this country 
that received the highest engagement.

• The highest number of comments  was obtained by 
a post alleging foreign control over Romania from 
France and other EU countries, which also led the 
“most commented” chart for Germany mentions as 
well.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1

3

2



FRANCE – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS
1 32



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT 65.010 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 3 (86.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 17, NOV 23, DEC 13 (1K)



UK

• Events organized by the AUR party in the UK, in the 
context of Romania’s National Day, are the most 
noteworthy occurrence.

• Two posts related to this subject received the 
second and the third highest number of interactions 
among all UK mentions, and one of them (by AUR 
leader George Simion) was the most commented 
(4.2 comments).

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UK – OVERPERFORMING

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 15.002 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: OCT 22 (57.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: OCT 30 (304)



ISRAEL
• Continuing the trend from the previous 3 months, 

vaccine and religious-related mentions are 
dominant. The appearance of the Omicron variant 
was also discussed, with one anti-vaccine influencer 
commenting  its impact in Israel despite high 
vaccination rates  (this post received 4.7k 
comments).

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1
32



ISRAEL – OVERPERFORMING

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES

1 32
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RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 29.827 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 13 (199.3k)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 13 (667)



RUSSIA

• There was an almost 25% increase in the number of 
mentions compared to the previous 3-month 
period.

• A video post by a nationalist influencer advocating 
Romania’s need for higher independence from its 
allies as well as back-channel negotiations with 
Russia, and denouncing the country’s “humble” 
position in relation to NATO and the EU  received 
the third highest number of interactions and over 
345k  total views.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



RUSSIA – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES
1 32



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 15.656 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: DEC 13 (161.9k)

• MOST POSTS ON: NOV 2 (325)



CHINA

• Unlike during the previous 6 months, the official 
page of China Radio International’s Romanian 
Service disappeared from the selection of posts 
mentioning China that obtained large interaction 
volumes.

• This was the first 3-month period analyzed that 
featured no pandemic-related posts among the 
most visible. Most posts in this selection have 
cultural themes, some only circumstantially related 
to China.

• The highest number of interactions was generated
by the post of Eurosceptic MEP Terhes, mentioning 
China, along with Russia, as a illustrative for  
“dictatorships” and “tyrants”.

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



CHINA – OVERPERFORMING
1 32



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES
1 32



DISCLAIMER
The views included in this presentation are 
those of the authors. They do not 
represent the official position of SNSPA. 
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