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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for JULY 1 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2021.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 
Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 
by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 
particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 
other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 
or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 
the analysis.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Overperforming Mentions - an indicator of content which performs much better 
than the usual content on a certain page

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

• Top memes (fur the purposes of this analysis, “meme” is any image composed of 
both photo and superimposed written text which includes the name of the 
analysed actor).

ACTORS

European Union (p5)
NATO (p13)
United States of America (p21)
Germany (p29)
France (p37)
UK (p45)
Israel (p53)
Russia (p61)
China (p69)



METHODOLOGY
• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 

geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 
each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 
or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 
the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 
each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS
• Compared to the previous 3-month period, pandemic and vaccine-related viral content 

has been more prominent in July-September.

• Several Eurosceptic and/or anti-vaccine influencers such as Terhes or Sosoaca are 
recurrent  sources of messages that received high volumes of interactions.

• For the first time in 2021, posts about the EU included here (albeit a limited selection of 
top 3 for each category) are dominated by Eurosceptic content, mostly (but not 
exclusively) pandemic-related.

• Anti-restriction protests were also present in these rankings, especially in relation to 
France. The rising infection curves in UK and Israel were used by anti-vaccine platforms as 
examples that vaccines don’t stop the pandemic.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 46.451 posts including any type of mention regarding 
EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JULY 29 (222.5K)

• MOST POSTS ON: SEPT 15 (902)



EUROPEAN UNION

• For the first time this year, the majority of the posts 
included in these rankings have Eurosceptic content 
or have a tone which is negative towards the EU. 
Messages by Eurosceptic leaders (such as Sosoaca
or  Terhes) are among the most shared posts 
containing mentions about the EU.  The  top 2 posts 
gaining the largest volume of interactions in this 3-
month period contain references to Romania 
leaving the EU.

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



EU – MOST SHARES

1 32



EU – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)

1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 5.956 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Aug 16 (51.1k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Aug 16 (283)



NATO

• Echoes of the Afghanistan crisis, political messages 
and attacks, as well as an interview with Mircea 
Geoana are featured in the top posts (interaction-
wise) mentioning NATO for this 3-month period.

• An interesting occurence is a post on the Romanian 
Sputnik page, which promotes a controversial 
character asking for Romania’s exit from the EU –
this post was the second most shared mention of 
NATO (shared more than 3000 times) and was also
in second place in the „most interactions” ranking.

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS
1

32



NATO – OVERPERFORMING POSTS
1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS
1

3

2



NATO – MOST SHARES

1 32



NATO – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)

1 32



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 38.934 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Aug 11 (171.8k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Aug 12-13 (1.1k)



UNITED STATES

• Beside the usual quota of circumstantial mentions 
of the US (in sporting or lifestyle contexts), there are 
two recurrent (but not dominant) themes –
references to Romanian PM’s decades-old arrest in 
this country, as well as comments related to the 
Afghanistan crisis. A post referring to the US being 
“on its knees while Russia starts its domination” 
over Europe was shared more than 7000 times (3rd

place in the “most shares” ranking).

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UNITED STATES – OVERPERFORMING

1 32



UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS

1

3

2



UNITED STATES – MOST SHARES
1 32



UNITED STATES – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1 32



GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 186.252 posts including any type of mention regarding 
GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Jul 16 (195.3k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Sep 29 (2.9k)



GERMANY • The summer floods in Germany were the dominant 
subject reflected in this selection of posts. Most 
other references were circumstantial.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



GERMANY – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1 32



GERMANY – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)
1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 44.686 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: July 14  (120.1k)

• MOST POSTS ON: July 14 (931)



FRANCE

• Similar to the previous 6 months (reflected in the 
previous 2 reports), posts and videos depicting 
protests against restrictions and the green 
certificate represent the dominant theme among 
the posts mentioning France which received the 
most interactions on Facebook.

• Anti-vaccine  influencers or pages are heavily 
represented in this selection.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1

3

2



FRANCE – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1
3

2



UK



UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 63.758 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: July 12 (108.9k)

• MOST POSTS ON: July 12 (1K)



UK

• A post on an anti-vaccine page, speculating the fact 
that infections were rising in a heavily vaccinated 
country like the UK, was shared more than 14.000 
times (it got the second highest number of total 
interactions).

• A major football event – the European 
Championship – featuring England in the final was 
well-reflected especially in the “most comments” 
ranking.

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS
1 32



UK – OVERPERFORMING

1 32



UK – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



UK – MOST SHARES

1 32



UK – TOP MEMES (SHARES)
1 32



ISRAEL



ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 16.258 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: July 30 (48k)

• MOST POSTS ON: July 20 (358)



ISRAEL

• Pandemic-related mentions of Israel are dominant 
for this period, which is in contrast  with the 
previous 6 months, when religious or cultural 
references were more prominently represented. 
Both anti-restriction protests or (especially) 
references to rising infection numbers despite the 
large vaccination rates are well covered in posts 
mentioning Israel that received large numbers of 
interactions.

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



ISRAEL – OVERPERFORMING

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



ISRAEL – MOST SHARES
1 32



ISRAEL – TOP MEMES (SHARES)
1 32



RUSSIA



RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 23.987 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Aug 24 (61k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Sep 20 (583)



RUSSIA

• There are no dominant themes here, with the usual 
assortment of circumstantial, cultural, tourism 
references to Russia.

• A post mentioning Russia “starting its energy and 
military domination in Europe” (which was also 
featured in the US chapter of this report) received 
the second largest number of total interactions 
among all posts mentioning Russia.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



RUSSIA – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES

1 3
2



RUSSIA – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1

3
2



CHINA



CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 13.766 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Aug 10 (45.2k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Jul 21 (263)



CHINA

• The official page of China Radio International’s 
Romanian Service continued to generate posts 
which obtained large numbers of interactions, 
although its domination was not as apparent as it 
was during the previous 3-month period we 
analyzed. 

• References to China in the pandemic context 
continue to appear, albeit sporadically.

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1
3

2



CHINA – OVERPERFORMING
1

3

2



CHINA – MOST COMMENTS
1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES
1

32



CHINA – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1 32



DISCLAIMER
The views included in this presentation are 
those of the authors. They do not 
represent the official position of SNSPA. 
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