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METHODOLOGY
• The data analyzed below is relevant for APRIL 1 – JUNE 30, 2021.

• The data was extracted using CrowdTangle, a public insights tool owned and operated by 

Facebook, which tracks content and interactions of public posts and is available to academics 

by special request.

• Mentions for each actor were extracted by composing monitoring expressions tailored to each 

particular case, from all Facebook pages, public groups and verified profiles in Romanian. 

• Mentions were mined from Facebook statuses, links, photos, Facebook videos, YouTube videos, 

other videos posted on Facebook, as well as Facebook live.

• As data is pulled from posts in the Romanian language, some results are extracted from pages 

or groups in Moldova. Top-ranked results from Moldovan accounts are manually excluded from 

the analysis.

• For each actor, the resulted data was analyzed by the following criteria:

• Mentions that received most total interactions

• Overperforming Mentions - an indicator of content which performs much better 

than the usual content on a certain page

• Most shared mentions

• Most commented mentions

• Top memes (fur the purposes of this analysis, “meme” is any image composed of 

both photo and superimposed written text which includes the name of the 

analysed actor).

ACTORS

European Union (p5)
NATO (p13)

United States of America (p21)
Germany (p29)

France (p37)

UK (p45)
Israel (p53)

Russia (p61)
China (p69)



METHODOLOGY

• Data is relevant to get an idea regarding the most visible contexts in which mentions of these 
geopolitical actors have appeared during the analyzed period. The top 3 mentions selected here for 

each category of engagement do not represent the most visible moments (days) or events related to 
these actors, but are revelatory for the viral content which includes the names of the analyzed countries 

or institutions. This content is not always about the analyzed actors as main subjects, but we consider 
them relevant for the contexts in which these actors gained visibility for the analyzed period.

• In order to get a better idea of the moments (days) when  these actors gained most visibility on Facebook, 

the graphs depicting the 3-month evolutions of the volume of interactions is included for each one.

• Also, the peaks (days) in terms of both interactions and number of posts (mentions) are indicated below 

each graph. They are not always coincidental with the dates of the most viral mentions, since the peaks 
are the result of accumulations of several mentions in several different posts across Romanian Facebook 
pages and groups.



CONCLUSIONS

• There is considerably less pandemic and vaccine-related viral content connected to the 

included actors for the analysed period, compared to the previous 3 months.

• There is significantly more geopolitical content, visible among top viral posts mentioning 

NATO, the US, Russia, China. 

• Recent events concerning these actors are obviously reflected here, as is the May conflict 

in Israel.

• Covid-related protests continue to generate viral posts on Facebook, which include 

mentions of our analysed actors. The drastically reduced presence of the vaccine theme 

means there are fewer conspiracy narratives in this selection, but also that positive vaccine 

messages are absent.



EUROPEAN UNION



EUROPEAN UNION

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 60.439 posts including any type of mention regarding 

EUROPEAN UNION

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: JUNE 25 (181.600)

• MOST POSTS ON: MAY 9 (1.600)



EUROPEAN UNION

• While for the first 3 months of the year most of the  

mentions regarding the EU which topped these 

rankings were connected to the pandemic and 

vaccination, this current selection is much more 

diverse. The issue of the digital green certificate has 

produced viral posts of negative orientation 

(authored by a eurosceptic MEP, who is responsible 

for the most-shared posts mentioning the EU for 

the analysed period).

• Political attacks mentioning (but not necessarily 

targeting) the EU are also represented in these 

rankings.

SUMMARY



EU – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



EU – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



EU – MOST COMMENTS

1
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2



EU – MOST SHARES

1 32



EU – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)

1 32



NATO



NATO

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 10.887 posts including any type of mention regarding NATO

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: June 14 (83.900)

• MOST POSTS ON: Apr 4 (550)



NATO

• Institutional events are heavily reflected in this

selection – the NATO summit in June and the B9 

summit in May are the subjects of the 1st and 3rd 

posts gathering most interactions during the

analysed period, both appearing on the official page 

of President Klaus Iohannis.

• There are also several articles related to the NATO-

Russia dynamic, due to recent geopolitic evolutions.

SUMMARY



NATO – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



NATO – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



NATO – MOST COMMENTS
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NATO – MOST SHARES
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NATO – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)

1 32



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



UNITED STATES

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 35.538 posts including any type of mention regarding 

GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Jun 16 (87.700)

• MOST POSTS ON: May 17 (656)



US

• The majority of the posts included in these rankings 

mention the US circumstantially (some referencing 

sports or pop culture), and there are also some 

geopolitical comments (related mostly to the US-

China relation). 

• But an important conclusion for the analysed period 

is the significant presence of negative vaccine and 

Covid-related posts: two of the most-shared posts, 

the top shared meme, as well as the 3rd in the “most 

interactions” ranking.

SUMMARY



UNITED STATES – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



UNITED STATES – OVERPERFORMING
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UNITED STATES – MOST COMMENTS
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UNITED STATES – TOP MEMES (SHARES)
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GERMANY



GERMANY

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 179.036 posts including any type of mention regarding 

GERMANY

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Apr 4 (168.7k)

• MOST POSTS ON: May 31 & June 28 (2.6k)



GERMANY

• The top 2 posts with most interactions and most 

shares, respectively, mentioning Germany contain 

two videos of anti-restrictions protests, featured on 

a Facebook page which promotes populist and anti-

vaccine messages.

• There are also humanitarian posts (mentioning the 

German medical system, the same as during the 

first trimester of 2021),  as well as references to 

seasonal work in Germany.

SUMMARY



GERMANY – MOST INTERACTIONS

1
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GERMANY – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1
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GERMANY – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



GERMANY – MOST SHARES

1

3

2



GERMANY – TOP MEMES (MOST SHARES)

1 32



FRANCE



FRANCE

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 54.077 posts including any type of mention regarding FRANCE

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: May 17  (113.9k)

• MOST POSTS ON: June 15 (871)



FRANCE

• Similar to the previous semester, the post with the 

most interactions mentioning France contains a 

video depicting protests, on the same Facebook 

page which also promoted anti-restrictions protests 

in Germany.

• The death of a Romanian driver attacked in a 

parking lot in France was also viral, especially 

through a Facebook post gathering 8k comments 

and 14.7k shares.

SUMMARY



FRANCE - MOST INTERACTIONS

1
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FRANCE – OVERPERFORMING MENTIONS

1 32



FRANCE - MOST COMMENTS
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FRANCE - MOST SHARES

1 32



FRANCE – TOP MEMES (SHARES)
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UK

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 70.134 posts including any type of mention regarding UK

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Jun 06 (91.4k)

• MOST POSTS ON: May 25 (1.1K)



UK

• Anti-restrictions messages mentioning the UK as 

positive examples feature on the 2nd and 3rd spots in 

the “most shared” ranking. 

• The selection also includes references to sports and 

culture, as well as the message of a populist leader 

mentioning the repatriation of Romania’s gold 

reserve (from England),which generated  7.6k 

comments.

SUMMARY



UK – MOST INTERACTIONS
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UK – OVERPERFORMING
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UK – MOST COMMENTS
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UK – MOST SHARES
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UK – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1 32
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ISRAEL

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 19.075 posts including any type of mention regarding ISRAEL

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: May  12 (151.5k)

• MOST POSTS ON: May 12 (802)



ISRAEL
• Religious and cultural references are abundant in 

these rankings, but the May conflict also features 

heavily, especially in the “most comments” section. 

• There are several mentions of Romania’s historic 

links with Israel (both diplomatic and cultural).

SUMMARY



ISRAEL – MOST INTERACTIONS
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RUSSIA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 31.603 posts including any type of mention regarding RUSSIA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Apr 13 (93.5k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Apr 22 (785)



RUSSIA

• Unlike the previous three months, this time the 

rankings are dominated by geopolitically-related 

comments, featuring either China, the US or 

Ukraine, containing terms like “war” or “crisis”.

• A populist leader’s message praising Russia’s 

democracy is the 3rd most commented Russia 

mention.

SUMMARY



RUSSIA – MOST INTERACTIONS
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RUSSIA – OVERPERFORMING POSTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



RUSSIA – MOST SHARES
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CHINA

• TOTAL POST COUNT: 17.338 posts including any type of mention regarding CHINA

• MOST INTERACTIONS ON: Jun 4 (116.6k)

• MOST POSTS ON: Jun 1 (332)



CHINA

• The most obvious conclusion regarding this state 

actor is the dynamic of the official page of China 

Radio International’s Romanian Service, which 

generated 7 of the 20 posts containing the word 

“China” that gathered the most total interactions in 

the 2nd trimester of 2021. The top 3 posts  are also 

noticeable as peaks in the interactions graph on the 

previous page.

• Various news reports mentioning China have also 

been visible – but the connection with the pandemic 

is much less present than it was during the first 3 

months of the year.

SUMMARY



CHINA – MOST INTERACTIONS

1 32



CHINA – OVERPERFORMING

1
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CHINA – MOST COMMENTS

1 32



CHINA – MOST SHARES

1
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CHINA – TOP MEMES (SHARES)

1 32



DISCLAIMER

The views included in this presentation are 

those of the authors. They do not 

represent the official position of SNSPA. 

Authors

Dana Sultănescu, Ph.D.c, Researcher, CPD SNSPA

Dan Sultănescu, Ph.D, Research Director, CPD SNSPA



Thank	you!

More about our work on

snspa.ro | civicparticipation.ro


